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PART I. 


This is the Heir; come let us kill bim, that the 
Inheritance may be ours. Luke c. xx. v. 14. 


| Foul Deeds will riſe, 
Tho” all the World overwhelm em to Mens Eyes. 
2 Spoken by Hamlet of his Uncle. 
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MEMOIRS 
Of an UnFoRTUNATE 


Young NOBLEMAN, Gr. 


— 


HE Baron de 4. — held a very conſidera- 
, ble Rank amongſt the Nobility, but cannot 
be ſaid to have had Sentiments altogether 
_ anſwerable to the Dignity of his Birth, He 
was naturally peeviſh, his Ideas mean, and conſe- 
quently his Behaviour unpolite: He was paſſionate 
and irreſolute, neither a faſt Friend, nor a violent E- 
nemy; and to compleat his Character, one of thoſe 
who, without being liberal, was profuſe, and ſquan- 
dered away a very large Fortune in a ſhort Time. 
He was married young, to a Lady of diſtinguiſh'd | 
Birth and Beauty, ſomewhat raſh in her Expreſſions 
when proyok'd, but otherwiſe extreamly affable and 
ſweet-temper'd ; ſhe had alſo a great Share of Wit, 
and an uncommon Vivacity, which enliven'd all the 
Converſations ſhe came into. In a Word, ſhe had 
Perfections ſufficient to endear her to any Man who 
had been ſenſible of their Value: But her Lord knew 
not his own Happineſs, and was ſoon ſatiated with 
her Charms, They had not been married many 
Months, before he behayed to her with a Coldneſs 
which ſhe could ill ſupport : She complained to her 
| ; ">" A : ' _ Father, 


(4) 
Father, who made it, and his bad Oeconomy, a Pre. 
text for not paying ſome part of her Dowry, which 
the B n demanded, Mutual Reproaches occaſi- 
oned 4 mutual Diſſatisfaction between them. 

The B 's Mother was ſtill living, who wasa 
Lady of an imperious Nature, and lov'd to be conſult. · 
ed in every Thing, and to have her Opinion taken, 
whether fight or wrong. The young Bafoneſs had 
not always paid that Deference, which created a Diſ- 
ouſt, that ſoon after grew into Hatred, She uſed all 
Means to create a Difference between her Son and the 
Baroneſs, Which could have had no Effect, (he being 
acquainted with her Diſpoſition) had it not been ſe- 
conded from a more dangerous Quarter, His Brother, 
(whole Character we muſt be excuſed for not giving) 
undouted Heir to all the Baton was polleſt of, in caſe 
he died without Iſſue, was not idle in finding Cauſes 


of Variance between him and his Lady, in order to 


bring about a Separation, if poſſibe, which the Ba- 
f0ntſs's Love of Company and Gaiety furniſh'd him 
with Materials for: He repreſented her Conduct not 
only as too expenſive, but ſuch as might give the 
World 4 fligbt Opinion of her Virtue, telling him, 
that if ſhe was his Wife, he could not approve of the 
Complaiſance ſhe ſhew'd to ſome of the Gentlemen 
who vilited her. The Bn prepoſleſt by his Bro- 
ther and Mother, put a falſe Conſtruction on all her 
Words and Actions, and told her in plain Terms, 
that if The did not retrench her Expences, he ſhould 
make uſe of his Authority to compel her to Moderati- 
on. The Baroneſs, conſcious of no ill Intention, or 
Extravagance, reſented this, and replied in ſuch a Man- 
ner, as in part juſtified his forbidding his Steward to 
let ber have any Money without bis Order. 

While the cruel Brother was aſſiſting bis Mother in 
diſtracting the B—'s Head with groundleſs Jealouſies, 
he was no leſs buſy in working up the Baroneſs to 
ſuch a Diſpoſition as render'd her unable to bear her 
Husband's ill Humour; he pretended a Commiſeration 
ot her Condition, blamed his Brother for thoſe Faults 
he had inſtigated him to commit, and aggravated thoſe 


E 
he was guilty of by Inclination. They both frequently 
unboſomed themſelves to him in their Cloſets, and 
made him their Counſellor. When the B“ Jea- 
louſy was rous'd by ſome Invention, he ſaid, The 
© moſt aggravating Circumſtance of my Misfortune is, 
* that this Womanis ſo very cunning, or fo very lewd, 
* that ſhe behaves to all the Gentlemen who frequent 
© my Houſe, with ſo equal a Complaiſance, that L 
© know not whom to fix on as the Author of my Shame; 
perhaps ſhe ſins with every one by turns, and I am the 
© curſed Dupe of all who call themſelves my Friends. 
They had been marry'd ſome time without having 
any Fruit of the Nuptial Rites, and the B—— la- 
mented the little Hope he had of an Heir: As little as 
he was now ſatisfied with her Society, he wou'd not 
put her. out of his Houſe, becauſe, he muſt then have 
allowed her a ſeparate Maintenance ; and as ill as ſhe 
was treated by him, ſhe choſe not to go of her own 
Accord becauſe ſhe knew. that ſhe could not then 
compel him to it. 
The greateſt Part of the B's Eſtate not ly ing 
in the Kingdom where he was born, ſome urgent Af- 
fairs demanded his Preſence there. The Baroneſs at 
firſt intended to have gone with him, but a Propoſal 
being brought to her in Writing by her Brother-in-law, 
(who drew it up, from the B-—n, prevented it, and 
her refuſing to ſign it, made him depart without tak- 
ing leave of her. It was as fallows. I acknow- 
ledge myſelf to have been infinitely to blame, in not 
having conſulted, as I ought to have done, the Ho- 
nour and Satisfaction of my Husband and Family, and 
do „ promiſe to be more regular in my Conduct 
for the future: Particularly, I engage myſelf to re- 
nounce all manner of Gaming, to keep no Company 
of either Sex, but ſuch as ſhall be approved of by him, 
and in every Thing to conform myſelf to his Pleaſure, i 
as becomes a loving, virtuous, and obedient Wife : 1 
Deſiring that whenever I ſwerve from this Promiſe, b 
or diſcover an Inclination to relapſe into my former 
Follies, this Teſtimony which I ſign with my own . H 
Hand, may riſe up in Judgment againſt me, 


However, 


— 
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However, before he went, ſhe ſent to know what 
Appointments were made for her Maintenange in his 
Abſence, and to whom ſhe ſhould have Recourſe for 
Payment. To which he anſwer'd, That ſhe had al- 


ready coſt him more than he had received with her, 


and that Part of her Fortune being ſtill in the Duke 
her Father's Hands, ſhe muſt apply to him, to whom, 
perhaps, ſhe had been a better Daughter, than ſhe 
had been to him a Wife. This was a mortal Stroke 
to the poor Baroneſs, who knew her Father's haugh- 
ty Diſpoſition, and made ſmall Allowances for Wo- 
men's Frailties, and thoſe ſhe had been gailty of, be- 
ing repreſented in their worſt Colours by the B—'s 
Friends, ſhe doubted ſhe ſhould meet with Reproaches 
rather than Relief, which happened as ſhe expetted, 
To add to her Misfortunes, and give her Father a 


© greater Pretence for refuſing his Protection, the old 


Baroneſs, pretending ſhe had wrong'd her Husband, 
exhibited a Libel againſt her for Adultery, in order to 
obtain a Divorce, that her Son might be enabled to mar- 
ry again; but the Proſecution was drop'd, by means of 
her Brother-in law, who having obtain'd a Separati- 
on, did all the Offices of a cordial Friend in the 
Suit, leſt her Brother might have Iſſue if be married 


another Wite, 


The Baroneſs again apply'd tothe Duke her Father, 
who at laſt conſented to pay her Debts, and give her 
Money, 10 enable her to appear in a Manner ſuitable 
to her Dignity, if ſhe would go to her Husband and 
attempt a Reconciliation. It was to no purpoſe ſhe 

leaded his ill Uſage, and that it was the Effect of 
his own Choice that ſhe remained behind; but the 


Duke was obſtinate, and told her, till he was con- 


vinced ſhe ſincerely endeayour'd it, he would never 
give her the leaſt Aſſiſtance, or fee her Face again. 
he yielded to her Father's Will, and he performing 
his Promiſe, the ſet out with a gay Equipage, but ſad 
Heart, for the Kingdom where the Boon was, at 
which Place ſhe ſafely arrived. She ſtruggled with 
her Reſentment, and wrote a ſubmiſſive Letter to the 
B. — v before ſhe law him. Altho' ſhe took all- 

| Wag poſſible 


(57) | 
- Poſſible Means to keep her going a Secret, yet it 
came to the Knowledge of her Brother-in-law and the 
old Baroneſs, who wrote to the B. in Terms the moſt 
ſevere, to diſſuade him from agreeing to live with 
her, and interſperſed many bitter Invectives againſt 
her; they had ſuch an Effe& upon him, that he was 
at a loſs how to receive her ; for when ſhe had gor 
near his Seat, he neither came nor ſent one to meet 
her, which occaſion'd her to ſtop at a Friend's Houſe, 
and ſend a ſecond Letter full of Submiſſions. At laſt 
he was prevail'd on to ſee her. | 
The Meeting of theſe two was odd enough ; the 
B. put on a haughty Gravity, which was wholly 
unnatural to him, and only aſſum'd it, becauſe he 
thought it would become him at this Juncture, and 
excite Reſpect in his Lady. The Baroneſs affected an 
Humility, which ſhe was fac from feeling, but had its 
Effect on her Husband. They had not been half an 
Hour together, before he became exceeding good- 
— 2 and even fond of his Lady. The Returns 
ſne made were highly obliging to him, and findin 
him ſo much more complaiſant than ſhe —_— 
wrought ſo far on her, that her counterfeited Softneſs 
was now converted into a real one, To add to this 
Contentment, or rather to give him an Extaſy he 
had never known before, the Baroneſs became preg- 
nant: His Fondneſs encreas'd from the Moment of 
this happy Diſcovery ; ſhe was highly ſatisfied her- 
ſelf, — 33 now to find a real Tenderneſs for her 
Husband, While this Harmony ſubſiſted, the Baro- 
neſs brought into the World a Son; whoſe Adyen- 
tures have ſince made a great Noiſe in the World. 
| He was baptized by the Name of James, in Com- 
pliment to a noble Lord, a near Relation of the 
Baron's, and at whoſe Death he expected a conſi- 
derable Addition to his Eſtate. He was ſoon after 
committed to the Care of a Nurſe, whom we ſhall 
call Juggan, who lived in the Neighbouchood, and 
who was extreamly fond of him, 
The B.—it ſeems had an extraordinary Fanili- 
- aricy with this Woman before the Baronels's * 
nern w 
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who brought forth a Son, and had, as was ima- 
gin'd, no other Father; the Knowledge of which 
created an unaccountable Uneaſineſs in the Baroneſs, 
who was very inquiſitive to know Juggan's Husband- 
and what ſort of a Man he was, her Child being ſaid 
to have a very near Reſemblance of our unfortunate 
young Nobleman : That Juggan never had been mar- 
ried, but made a Mother by the B. was ſcarce a 
Secret to any in the whole Province but the Baroneſs, 
and all imaginable Care was taken to keep it from 
her, but in vain. She labour'd under a ſecret Diſ- 
content, which, by the conſtraint ſhe put upon her- 
ſelf in concealing, wrought a viſible Change both in 
her Perſon and Behaviour. The B=—— perceiv'd it, 
and gueſſing the Occafion, took no Notice to her of 

one or the other ; he grew every day more 
cool, ſhe leſs tender, and a kind of forc'd Civility 
was all that now remain'd between them: Poffibly ſhe 
might have overlook'd the Intimacy with Juggax, had 
not a new Scene rous'd her Reſentment. 

One Evening pretty late, as ſhe was indulging her 
Diſcontent in a Grove adjacent to the Honſe, her 
Meditations were interrupted by the ſound of Voices, 
which'proved to be the B — and one of the Maids ; 
drawing ſoftly to the place whence the Sound pro- 
ceeded, ſhe ſaw them by the Light of the Moon in an 
Attitude that left no room to doubt of the ſhameful 
Buſineſs they were upon. The ruffling of her Gar- 
ments made them turn their Eyes that way, and they 
faw by whom they were ſurpriſed, Could the have 
retreated without being known to have been a Witneſs, 
the ſame Prudence which made her ſilent in Fuggar's 
Affair might have made her ſeem ignorant of this; but 
this cou'd not be done without the utmoſt Uneaſinefs 
in ſtiffling ber Reſentment. The Maid no ſooner be- 
held her than fhe fled; but the B.- remain'd, as 
neither dreading her Reproaches, nor afraid of de- 
ſerving them, Words enſued, and the B.— treated 
her with ſuch Indifference, that ſne could not find Ex- 
preſſions to vent her Rage which ſeiz'd upon her Spi- 
rits, and ſhe ſwooned. He left her but ſent her Wo- 


man 
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man to take care of her, who with ſome other Ser. 
vants, brought her to herſelf. As ſtrong as her Reſent- 
ments were ſhe recollected the ill Conſequence of be- 
ginning a Separation, and reſolved to give him no 
Pretence for acting as he had before done, ſhe made 
her Woman put her to Bed, where they ſlept or rather 
quarrel'd the beſt part of the Night, each ſaying what 
they cou'd to mortify the other; he anſwer'd her 
Upbraidings with retorting her Accuſation on herſelf, 
or an ill. natur'd Calmneſs; ſo that Woman never ſuf- 
fer'd a greater Humiliation, 

The B went ſoon after to the Capital, where 
he ſtay'd ſeyeral Months, and came back meerly for 
Form ſake, then went to the Capital again, and made it 
much more his home than his own Province; ſhe re- 
ceiv'd him with Conſtraint, and parted with him with- 
out Regreat: It was juſt the ſame with him; and thus 
they dragg'd on a mutual Diſcontent for three Years, 
during which time his Brother arrived at kis Seat, 
who was far from deſiring to ſee more Unity between 
them; for tho' the Birth of our young Nobleman had 


defeated his former Project, yet he had ſtill others no 
leſs pernicious, 3 
Perceiving his Brother, notwithſtanding his Indiffer- 
ence for the Mother, was exceedingly fond of the Son, 
he ſpared no Pains to alienate bis Affections, and at 
laſt to far prevail'd on his Gredulity as to make him 
ſometimes ſuſpe@ he was not of his own begetting; but 
theſe Imaginations came but by ſtarts, he found a 
Pleaſure in thinking he was the Father of a Legitimate 
Offspring and therefore wou'd indulge it, which the 
Brother perceiving, forbore mentioning to him any 
more, but infus'd that cruel] Opinion in others: Not 
that he cou'd imagine this wou's forward his own am- 
bitious Views; for as our young Nobleman was boru 
in Wedlock, whether he really was of the B-m—n's 
begetting, or whether he believ'd him ſo or not, was 
of no Conſequence , for being born of the Baroneſs 
entitled him to Succeſſion of all the B==——had or 
might be poſleſs'd of, Our young Nobleman in ſpite 
ol his Unele's ill Wiſhes, gr-w a hopeſul Youth, and 
| | B the 


(10) 
the only Solace of his Mother's melancholy Hours. 
The Care and Tenderneſs Jugzan had for him, en- 
dear'd her to the Baroneſs, as ſhe acknowledy'd her 
Boy was dead, who was faid to be of the B 
begetting. 

The continual Riots the B indulg'd himſelf 
in at the Capital, obliging him to repeated Mortgages, 
he bethought him of breaking up Houſe and diſpoſing 
of the Caſtle of Altamont, and the Lands adjoining 


it for his own Life: He had no ſooner taken this into 


his Head than he put it into Execution, and the Ba- 
roneſs was told at once that ſhe muſt remove, for that 
he was obliged to ſell all he had for Payment of his 


| Debts. She was ſome time before ſhe cou'd give Cre. 


dit to a Misfortune ſo unlook'd for, but on Enquir 
ſhe ſoon learn'd the cruel Certainty and the Cauſes of it, 
Finding no Remedy ſhe prepared for her Departure, 


with the ſcanty Pittance he thought fit to beſtow on her, 


which he pretended was all he cou'd ſave out of his 
Bankrupt Fortune. She deſird to take her Son with 
her, but he wou'd by no means conſent, ſaying, If 
ſhe deſir'd he ſhould continue his Affection for him, 
or believe he had that Share in him ſh2 pretended, ſhe 


wou'd not make any Efforts to ſeparate him from a 
Father who had hitherto uſed him as a Son. This 


ſilenc'd her Intreaties, and having taken a, mournſul 
Farewel ol her dear Babe, and thoſe who had ſhewn 
a particular Friendſhip for her, ſhe quitted the Caſtle 


of Altamont, and ſoon after the Kingdom, with no 


other Company, Conſort or Equipage, than her own 
Woman. 9 


The B — now eas'd of his Wife and the burden 


of a Family, and Maſter of a good Sum of ready 
Money, return'd with his Brother to the Capital, 
where, among low Company, and in the meaneſt 
manner of Living, he conſumed more than might 
have ſupported him according to his Rank, In fine, 


having ſold his whole Eſtate, and ſquander'd away 


all his Purchaſe, he became ſo extremely deſtitute as 
to want even the common Neceſſaries of Life, In 
this Diſtreſs he was adyiſed by ſome of his Compani- 
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ons, to raiſe Money by giving Leaſes in Reverſion of 
a very great Eſtate, which muſt devolye on him at 
the Death of the Poſſeſſor ; he fell in to this Scheme, 
but as our young Nobleman was yet an Infant, and 
could not be conſulted, was an Impediment to the 
Execution of it, To remedy this he was remov'd 
from a great to a private School, and a Report form'd 
that he was dead, and his Brother (now ſuppos'd Heir) 
join'd in Leaſes, by which they received very large 
Sums. Soon after this the B —ſeem'd to grow 
tir'd with variety of Women, and ſettled his Heart on 
an agreeable young Lady, called Helena, and finding 
ſhe was not to be gain'd but on Honourable Terms, 
gave out that the Baroneſs was dead, and marryed 
her publickly, His Fondneſs continued, but having 
no Children by her grew deſirous of calling home our 
young Nobleman; yet ſhe had ſuch an Aſcendent over 
him as to prevent it, by inſinuating, that his Wife 
was of fo loſe a Character that it was ſcarce poſſible 
the Child was his. She wrought ſo lar upon him as 
to make him totally neglect the young B—=, who 
being in an obſcure Place and among poor People be- 
came ill us'd on his Father's ceaſing to pay for his 
Board, And tho' his Misfortunes were of equal Date 
with his Birth, yet it was now he began to feel them, 
His Cloaths were tatter'd, his Fare hard and ſcanty, 
no Tenderneſs ſhew'd him, no Recreation allow'd, nor 
look'd on but with Frowns, or ſpoke to but with 
Reproaches, continually reprimanded, and often moſt 
cruelly beaten for what none took Pains to inſtruct him 
in. While others of his Age were at their Exerciſes, 
he was employ'd in drawing Water, cleaning Knives, 
or ſuch ſervile Offices: When he began ta murmur at 
his ill Uſage, he was told they kept him only on Cha- 
rity all that time, and if he did not like it he might 
ſeek a better. The poor Innocent thinking nothing 
could be worſe than the preſent Calamitv, went with- 
out Money, Cloaths, or the left Inſtruction, to ſeck 


his Father, 


Y 
Not knowing where to go, he wander'd along the 


Road till he came to a ſmall Village, where his little 


B 2 Limbs 


* 
Limbs (for he was but ten Years old) became ſo weary 
that he (at down at a Door and wept bitterly for want 
of Food: He knew not how to ask Relief: Ar length 
a good old Woman brought him ſome Bread, which he 
clapping eagerly to his Mouth ſhe perceiv'd he was ve- 
ry hungry, and added ſome Meat and a Draught of 
Butter-Milk and Water; with this Refreſhment he 
was enabled to proceed on his Journey. He at length 
arriv'd at the Capital, where Hunger again pinching, 


and no body offering any Sultenance he was forc'd to ask 


Compaſſion; the Baſhtulneſs that ſhew'd itſelf in his 
Voice and Eyes, join'd with a certain Something in his 
Countenance, excited a Pity in every one that ſaw bim. 
When Night came on he took Shelter in a Church 
Porch; early the next Morning he quitted his uneaſy 


Bed, and remembring to hear his cruel School-Maſter 


talk of writing to the B-—at this City, he went up and 


down enquiring for the Baron de Altamont, but was a 
long Time befoce he met with any one that knew him 
he was at laſt inform'd that ſuch a Nobleman had liv- 
ed there but had left the City ſome time, and few Peo- 
ple knew whither he had retir'd. 

Our illuſtrious Fugitive was now without any Hope 
or Shadow of Relief. Hunger preſſing and ſome chutliſn 
People threatning to ſend him to theHouſe of Correction, 
he took to running of Errands as he ſaw other poor 
Boys, and procured a mean Subſiſtance. O! had the 
Baroneſs now ſeen the Son ſhe was ſo fond of wan- 
dering from Door to Door, his Limbs expoſed half na- 
ked to the inclement Air, no Lodging but the open 
Streets, his Food cold Scraps, and a Companion for 
Vagabonds, unknowing, and even uninſtructed, it 
would have pierc'd her very Soul. Yet he was never 
ſa d but when cold and hungry, kavingagreat Alertneſs 
in his Nature, and inherited all the Paſhon of his Fa- 
mily, It happen'd one Day that ſome Boys fell upon 
him, and beat him ſevereiy, calling him Dog and 
Scoundrel, Words he could leſs bear than the Blows, 
he told them they ly'd— be was better than the beſt 
of them, his Father was a Lord, and he ſhould be a 
Lord too when a Man. Several idle People 1 

| im 


(13) 
him ſay this ſet up a loud Laugh, and he was aſter- 
wards in Deriſion call'd my Lord; ſometime after a 

ood ſober Woman ſtanding at her Door, and hearing 
pin call'd my Lord, and ſeeing no Deformity to deſerve 
the Title as given by the Vulgar,.— Tell me, ſaid ſhe, 
why they call you my Lord-—that is not your Name 
ſure? No Madam, aufſwer'd he briskly, my Name is 
A-—, but J ſhall be a Lord when my Father dies: Ay! 
ſaid ſhe, very much ſurpriz'd, who is your Father? 
The B—of 4—, and my Mother is the Baroneſs of 
, but ſhe is gone out of the Kingdom, and chey 
ſay I ſhall never ſee her again. Who tells you all this? 
demanded ſhe again, O! I know it very well; I lived 
in a great Houſe once, and had a Footman, and then 
I was carry'd to a fine School, and was reckon'd the 
head Boy of them all, and had the fineſt Cloaths,—- 
and after that I was carry'd to another School, andthen 
they abus'd me ſadly and turn'd me away, becauſe 
they ſaid-my Father would not pay tor me, The Wo- 
man ask'd him why he did not go to his Father? I 
don't know where to find him, anſwer'd the poor Inno- 
cent, and burſt into Tears. Do you think you ſhould 
know him if you ſaw him? ſaid ſhe. Yes, very well, 
replied he, tho? it is a great while ſinceI ſaw him; but 
I remember he uſed to come in a Coach and ſix Horſes 
to ſee me when [ lived at the great School. Moved at 
this Account but willing to try him further, ſhe ſaid, I 
am afraid you are a lying Boy, I know the B—0 4 
very well, he neyer had but one Son and he is dead. 
Indeed, Madam, I tell the Truth, cry'd he, I never 


was ſick but once, and that was when I fell down and 


cut my Forehead, here is the Mark (putting back his 
Hair and ſhewing a large Scar over his Eyebrow) 
My Father knows it very well, for when he came and 
ſaw my Head bound up he was very angry at thoſe 
who had the Care of me. 
The Perſon who was thus inquiſitive kept 2 great 
Eating-Houſe, to which the B——uſed to refort when 
he came to Town, as he ſometimes did priyateir, to 
meet thoſe: with whom he had any Buſineſs, She bad 
heard there was an Heir in the Family, and that he 
was 


(14) 


was dead, but ſeeing him alive and reduced to ſuch a 
miſerable Condition, felt no little Surprize; ſhe 


knew enough of the Extravagance and Neceſſities of 
the Father, and that certain Leaſes on which Money 
was raiſed could not be granted while the Boy was 
publickly known to be alive; 'and not doubting his 
innocent Aſſertion, gave him not only Food but Cloaths, 
and promiſed to write to his Father, In the mean Time 


| his Uncle, who uſed to frequent the Houſe, came there. 


and thegood old Woman told him what ſhe had heard 
and done. At firſt he ſaid ſhe was impoſed upon, that 
his Nephew was dead; 1 mean the Boy that was call'd 
my Brother's Son, ſaid he again, recollecting, but he was 
no more his Son than mine: I can ſay nothing to ſuch 
a Diſtinction, reply'd the Woman, but as he was born 
in Wedlock he muſt Inherir, and therefore ought to 
be educated in a manner befitting the Honours he muſt 
one Day receive. 

The Uncle defir'd to fee him, who being new 
cloathed, tho* not rich, and a certain Nobleneſs in his 
Air, with lovely Hair and an engaging Mein, enter'd 
the Room with a moſt reſpectſul Behaviour to his Be- 
nefactreſs, as well as to the Gentieman, as he appear'd 
to be of Diſtinction, who inſtead of being mo- 
ved with Compaſſion look'd on him with a revengeful 
Ire, which at that Time he wanted Artificeao conceal, 
and ſternly cry'd, What Name is this you take upon 

ou: I take none upon me Sir, but what I brought 


into the World with me, and was always called by. 


No body will ſay but I am the Son of the B-—of An 
By whom? demanded the Gemleman. By his Wife, 
the Baroneſs of 4 replied the other, with more 
Reſc'vtion than could be expected, Then you are 
a Baſtard, cry d the Uncle, for your Mother was a W — 
I cannot help it if ſhe were, but I never heard any Body 


elle call her ſo, ard if I was a Man, you ſhould not 


uſe my Mother or me thus, whoever you are, ſaid 


the Child with Tears in his Eyes, which moved the 


Woman of the Houſe to intercede for milder Treatment, 
The young B-—look'd earneſtly on him, and pre- 
ſently cry'd, O! Sir, you are my Uncle, I remember 
| you 
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you very well; you came once to our School with my 
Father. 

But the good Uncle replies, He knew nothing 
of it, and went out of the Room, The Woman fal- 
lowed, and intreated him to conſider his Nephew, 
and not refuſe him a propet Education. He promiſed 
to ſpeak to his Brother, butdeſired her to keep the Af. 
fair private, He was indeed as good as his Word, 
informed his Brother of the Condition his Nephew 
was in, but obſerved further, that altho* ſome Care 
ſhould be taken of his Education, it would be of ill 
Conſequence, on account of the Leaſes, were he known 

to be alive, before the Baron's Deceaſe. He there- 
fore adviſed Sr. Omers, Bruſſels, or ſome Place beyond 
Sea, where he might be trained up ſuitable to his 
Birth, at a ſmall Expence. The Baron readily ap- 
proved this Adyice, and gave his Brother Money to 


reimburſe the Woman, and for further Expences. 


The Uncle took the Conduct of the whole Affair up- 


on himſelf, 
The firſt ſtep he made was to agree with the Maſter 


of a Ship bound for Penſilvania, for a Sum of Money 


paid down, to tranſport a Boy thither, and fell him to 


the faireſt Bidder. To pallate the Villany, he told 
the Captain, the Boy was a natural Son of a Perſon of 
Condition, but had vilely behaved, and as he deſerved 
no Regard on that Score, his Friends were loth to ſuffer 
Diſgrace by him, therefore choſe to ſend him out of the 
Way of Temptation. Then he returned to the Woman, 
told her, that the Boy was to imbark forthwith for St. 
Omer's, and took him away with him: Mean time, 
the Veſſel not being ready to fail, he lodged him in a 
private Houſe, at his Devotion, where the Boy was 
concealed till Things were ready for his Embarkation. 
Soon after the B... —was taken ill and died. The 
worthy Uncle immediately took upon him the Title of 
B—— with the Eſtate appendant on it. 

The B——'$ ſudden Death was ſuppoſed :o be the 
Cauſe why he made no Declaration in Behalt of his Son 
on his Death-Bed. Mean while the unhappy Youth, 
now teal Bans, was kept too cloſe a Priſoner to hear 
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one Word about it. Being told by his Uncle, that 
nothing ſhould be wanting to retrieve the Time he had 
loſt, the Hopes of future Accompliſhments gave him 
new Life: He went on board the Ship and was eaſt 
and gay, till a Storm ariſing rufled the pleaſing Prof. 
peR, and filled his Head with all the uſual Terrors that 
attend it. | 
The Fears of Death, no doubt, had ſuch an Ef. 
ſe upon our young Voyager, that, tho“ ignorant as 
yet of his Misfortunes, he heartily wiſhed himſelf on 
Land. Alas, he littleimagined the Severity of his Fate 
was yet to come! | 
The Violence of the Storm, which had laſted three 
Hours, being abated, a Cloth was ſpread in the Cap. 
tain's Cabin ; our young Baron was going to place 
himſelf at the Table, when one of the Sailors checked 
him, with Hold, Youngſter, do you think you are 
* to be Meſs-mate with the Captain?“ This Sea jeſt, 
ſeconded by the loud Mirth of two Cabbin-boys, who 
attended, a little diſconcerted our unhappy young 
Nobleman- The Captain ſaved him the Trouble ot 
a Reply, by ſaying, The Boy will not chuſe the 
© worſt Company, I find, were he left to himſelf, 
but he will know nis Diſtance better hereafter,” 
This Sarcaſm plunged him into a ſilent Confuſion, du- 
ring which he had the Mortification to ſee the Cap- 
tain dine elegantly ; after which he had his Allow. 
ance of ſalt Beef and Peas given him, in ſo coarſe a 
Manner as might have acquainted him what he had to 
apprehend. He began to mutter, that he thought 
himſelf ill uſed, and would acquaint the Baron his Fa- 
ther with it; which naturally raiſing the Curiofity 
of the Sailors, the Captain, in his own Vindication, 
related the Story as he had it from the kind Uncle; 
by which the young Baron being fully apprized of his 
cruel Deſtiny, it produced ſo viſible a Deſpair, that 
the Captain thought himſelf obliged to confine him to 
the Hold, But he miſtook the Remedy; the Young- 
ſter's generous Spirit was not to be tamed by ill U- 
ſage: A diſdain ful Sullenneſs ſucceeded, he obſtinate- 
ly refuſed all Suſtenance, tho” preſſed to receive it by 
: | beating, 
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beating, or ſwallow it by Force: Arguments, Mena- 
ces and Stripes were equally vain, The Captain ſaw 
a Neceſlity of changing his Method, for his own In- 
tereſt: He ſent for him into his Cabin, apologized for 
the ill Treatment he had received, as done without 
his Warrant or Privity, and aſſured him, when they 
reached the Indian Continent, he would employ his 
good Offices to place him to his Liking. But I ſhall 
have no Learning, and ſhall] be a Slave, ſaid the 
young Nobleman, Yes, yes, replied: the diſſembling 
Captain, you will have Opportunities enough to learn 
any Thing, nor is there any Thing ſo terrible in the 
Name of a Slave as you imagine, 'tis only another 
Name for an Apprentice; yon will be only bound for 
a ceriain Time, as many Noblemen's Sons in England 
and Ireland are; and when your Times 1s expir'd you 
will be your own Maſter; with other Arguments to 
reconcile him to his Captivity, But all that was urged 
had no Effect on the young Baron, till promiſed his 
Caſe ſhould be repreſented to his Father. This Aſſu- 
rance reconciled him to Lite, and the Captain uſing 
him kindly, to fit him for the Market he deſigned, 
our young Exile landed well in Penſylvania. 

Here the Captain repeating his former Aſſurances, 
he was fold to a rich Planter in Newcaſile County, 
called Drummond, who immediately took him home, 
and entereq him in the Number of his Slaves. 

A new World now opened to him, and being ſer 
to the ſelling of Timber, a Work no Way propor- 
tioned to his Stretigth, he did it ſo aukardly, that 
he was ſeverely corrected. Drummond was a hard ir- 
exorable Maſter, who, like too many of the Planters 
conſider their Slaves or Servants as a different Species, 
and uſe them accordingly, Our American Planters 
are notfamous for Humanity, being often Perſons of 
no Education, and having been formerly Slaves them- 
ſelves, they revenge the ill Uſage they received, on 
thoſe who fall into their Hands, The Condition of 
European Servants in that Climate is very wretched , 
their Work is hard, and for the moſt part abroad, ex- 
poſed to an unwholeſome Air, their Piet coarſe, be- 
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ing either Poul, or Bread made of Indian Corn, or 
Homine or Muſh, which is Meal made of the ſame 


Kind, moiſten'd with the Fat of Bacon; and their 
Drink, Water ſweetned with a little Ginger and Molaſ- 
ſes. Our young Captive began to ſink under his Cala- 
mity when he met with a Comfortreſs in a Famale 
Slaye of near Sixty, who had been perfidiouſly trapan'd' 


by a wicked Husband, and ſold to Penſilvania. As 
ſhe dreſſed the Food for the Slaves, and carried it out 
to the Field to them, ſhe ſoon took Notice of him, and 
her Pity increaſed on hearing a Story that ſo nearly 
reſembled her own. She had a good Education, and 
was not unacquainted with Hiſtory, fo that her Con- 
verſation afforded the young Baran both Conſolation 
and Inſtruction. She ſometimes wrote ſhort Pieces of 
inſtructive Hiſtory, on Bits of Paper, which ſheleft with 
him in the Field, and to look over theſe, he often 
neglected his Labour, regardleſs of the Blows he knew 
he was to ſuffer, ſo eager was he to improve his 
Mind. He regarded this Slave as his Mother, and 
was treated by her as a Favourite Child; but in four 
Years ſhe died, and left him in the deepeſt Affliction 
for her Loſs, His Maſter's continued ill Uſage and 
the innate Ayerſion he had to Slavery, at laſt deter- 
mined him to make his Eſcape, Yet he kept this 
Reſolution to bimſelf, having little Inclination to con- 
verſe with his fellow. Slaves, whoſe Manners were no 
way conformable to his own. However, one of them 
who entertain'd the ſame Deſign, obſerving his Me- 
lancholy, broke his Intention to him, and informed 
bim, that hearing a Ship was ready to ſail from Dover 
(a neighouring Port) to England, he reſolved to take 
that Opportunity, and invited him to partake his Flight. 
The young Baron, alter ſome Queſtions, agreed to 
the Propoſal, and went early to Bed, in order to 
put their Project in Execution, But what was his 
Surpriſe on awaking, contrary to Cuſtom, to find 
the Day advanced, and the Family in Contuſion, the 
other Slave, Jacob, had robb'd his Maſter and fled 
with the Booty. Meſlengers were diſpatch'd after 
him every Way, —— How did this young Baron 1 * 
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his good Fortune, that had ſav'd him from ſuch a 


Danger, as = an innocent Accomplice in Jacob's 
Villany! He ſhi 

contracted by partaking his Flight, Jacob had not 
gone twenty-ſeven Miles, when he was retaken with 


udder'd at the Guilt he might have 


is Maſter's Effects, and brought back to receive the 


Puniſhment he deſerv'd, after which Drummond fold 


him to a Planter in Philadelphia, as fearing he might 
take his Revenge for what he had ſuffered, 

The young Baron was now ſeventeen, and had 
paſſed five Years of his Servitude, for which he was 
ſold, when weary of the Severity of his Condition, 


in a ſullen Fit of Deſpair he left the Houſe of Drum- 


mond, reſolv'd to ſuffer Death rather than be brought 
back. Thus armed with a hedging Bill, he ſet out 
without knowing his Courſe, and as he was active 
and nimble, had got ſome Miles before he was mils'd. 
Immediate Purſuit was made after him, but to no 
Purpoſe. Three Days he wander'd in the Woods, 
having but little Nouriſhment, and growing faint he 
eſpy'd a River, which he took for the Delawar, but 
indeed was the Saſquabada, which parts Penfilvania 


from the Iroquois Nations, He alſo ſaw a Town at 


ſome Diftance, but not caring to venture near the 
Shore, he lay Down at the Foot of a Tree, when 
Fortune brought him a preſent Relief, to plunge him 
in new Diſtreſſes. 3 

It was now Twilight, when he heard the trampling 
of Horſes on full gallop, advancing towards him, and 
lifting up his Eyes from his Covert, perceived two 
Men well mounted ; one of whom had a Woman behind, 
and the other a Portmanteau. As theſe did not ſeem to be 
purſuers, his Courage revived on hearing the foremoſt ſay 
tothe Woman behind him, Come, my Dear,'tis Time to 
take ſome Refreſhment, and this is a convenient Place. 
With that he alighted, help'd her off, and his Attendant 
faſtening the Horſe to a Tree, took ſome Meat out 
of one of his Bags and ſpread it on the Graſs, with 
a Bottle of Wine, and they all ſat down to the Re- 


freſhment, which our young Baron would as, 
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ly have patrook, if he durſt, However, in peep- 
ing at them he made a Noiſe that alarm'd the Ser- 
vant, who ſtarting up ſaw him, and cry'd to bis Maſter 
they were betray'd; at the ſame Time ſtriking at him 
with his drawn Cutlaſs, He kneeling proteſted his In- 
nocence, and after repeating his Story prevailed on the 
Maſller to pity his Misfortunes. They now invited 
him to ſhare their Repaſt, which he thankfully ac- 
cepted, after which they told him they were going to 
Apoquenimink to embark for Holland, and would pro- 
cure him a Paſſage with them, This happy News 
made him forget all he ſuffered, and gave him new 
- Spiri:s for his Journey. They remounted, and he fol- 
Jowed on Foot; but they had not gone far thro' the 
Woods, when they ſaw by the Horſes and Lights be- 
hind them, they were purſued. The Lady gave all 
the Signs of the utmoſt Conſternation, crying, 'Tis he, 
% *tishe himſelf, we are loſt for eyer.” The Approach 
of the Purſuers gave no Time for Deliberation, The 
Lady jump'd off and hid herſelf among(t the Trees, 
The Gentleman and his Servint drew, and the B—n 
with his Hedge-Bill, in Gratitude thought himſelf 
bound to aſſiſt the weakeſt Side, but the Combat was 
unequal, and they were ſurrounded and taken Priſo- 
ners. The Lady who had fainted, underwent the 
ſame Fate, and in this Manner they were conducted 
that Night to a Village, and the next Day lodg'd ſe- 
parately in Cheſter Jail. 

It was here too late, that the young B-—n was 
inform'd the Lady was the Daughter of a rich 
Merchant who having an Inclination for a young Man 
beneath her Rank, was by her Father forced to marry 
againſt her W ill; but ſtill keeping Company with her 
firſt Lover, (the Perſon taken with her) they agreed 
to rob her Husband and leave the Country, who hav- 
ing had timely Notice, had purſued them, and there was 
no Doubt but they would ſuffer the Rigour of the Law. 

The noble Slave trembled at this Relation, he 
ſaw the Hazard of aſſociating himſelf with Strangers, 
and yet in the Circumſtances he was in he knew not 
how to avoid it, 8 
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The Trial came on next Morning. The Lady, her 
Lover, and Servant, were condemned to die for Rob- 
bery, The Sentence of the young Baron was ref- 
prod as he did not belong to the guilty perſons, 

ut he was remanded to priſon, with Orders that 
he ſhould be expoſed every Day in the Market- 
place to publick View, and it it could be proved, 
that he had ever been at Cheſter before, he ſhould be 
deemed acceſſary to the Robbery and ſuffer Death. 

In this Suſpenſe he remained five Weeks, when 
ſome Affairs of Traffick brought Drummoma his old 
Maſter to Cheſter, who immediately reclaimed him 
as his Property, Before his Departure, our young 
Baron was a melancholy Spectator of the Execution 
of the three Criminals taken with him. 

Tbe Fruit the young Baron received from this 
Attempt, was (by the Laws of that Country) to find 
the remaining two Years of his Servitude redoubled, 
and the Severity of his Maſter proportionably increaſ- 
ed, However, upon a Complaint made tothe Juſ- 
tices of that Province, attended with Proofs of his ill 
Uſage, his Maſter was obliged to ſell him to another; 
but he gained little by this Alteration in his Condi- 
tion, He bore it, notwithſtanding, for three Years 
with tolerable Patience, but converſing with ſome 
Sailors, who were returning to Europe, it awakened 
all his Ardor for Liberty, and he reſolved at any 
Rate to venture a ſecond Eſcape. His Deſign pro- 
ved again abortive; he was retaken before he 
could get aboard, and tho' he had but one Year to 
ſerve, he was condemned to ſuffer for five This 
laſt Diſappointment and additional Bondage quite 
ſunk his Spirits. He fell into a deep Melancholy, 
which appeared in all his Deportment ; ſo that his 


new Maſter apprehended he might loſe him, began 


to treat him with leſs Auſterity, and recommended 
him to the Care of his Wife, who being a Woman 


of Humanity, often took him into the Houſe, and 


gave him Part of ſuch Proviſions as they had at their 


own Table, or in their Abſence ordered her Daughter 


who 
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(who was called Maria) to perform the ſame kind 
Offices, This young Girl ſoon conceived a great 
Tenderneſs for the young Baron, and endeavoured 
all the ways ſhe poſſibly could to relieve his Sad- 
neſs, which was ſuch as gave him no room to take 
Notice of what otherwiſe he muſt have obſerved. 
Ir happened ſhe was not the only one to whom 
the graceful Perſon of our Noble Slave had made an 
Impreſſion z a young Indian Maid of the Irokeſe Na- 
tion, had diſtinguiſh'd him from his Fellow-Slaves, 
and as ſhe made no Secret of her Affection, uſed to 
expreſs her Kindneſs for him, by afliſting him in 
bis daily Toils, telling him, If he would marry her 
when his Time of Servitude was expired, ſhe would 
work ſo hard for him, as to ſave him the Expence of 
two Slaves, The young B n uſed all the Argu- 
ments he could, to perſwade her to ſtifle a Paſſion to 
which ſhe could hope no Returns, It was on one of 
theſe Occaſions, that Maria, his Maſter's Daughter, 
ſurprized him fitting with this Indian Maid, and Jea- 
louſy awakening her Love, ſhe loaded him with Re- 
proaches, and left him without allowing him to make 
a Reply. 

Thus did our young Baron, in his Captivity, find 
himſelf the Object of a Paſſion, he had no Taſte or 
Inclination for himſelf, and ſtudied as much to ſhun the 
Careſſes of his two Miſtrefſes, as others would have 
done to return them. Unluckily Maria's Impatience 
to ſee him, carried her one Day to a field diſtant from 
the Plantation where ſhe knew he work'd, In her 
Way thither, ſhe met her Rival bent on the ſame De- 
ſign. The Indian, no longer Miſtreſs of herſelf, flew 
at her likea Tygreſs, ſothat ic was not without ſome 
Struggle ſhe got out of her Hands, and fled towards 
ide place where the noble Slave was employ'd. The 
Irekeſe finding her Revenge was diſappointed, and 

erhaps dreading the Conſequence of the other's 
ower and Reſen:ment for the Aſſault, made directly 
to a River adjacent, and plunging herſelf in, ended 
at once her Love and her Lite. 
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Maria, who ſaw this Cataſtrophe, was brought 
home to the Houſe pale and ſpeechleſs ; ſhe was pur 
immediately to Bed, and when ſhe recovered, all 
ſhe could ſay was to repeat the Name of the Indian 
Maid with great Emotion, This joined to the Ac- 
count of ſome Slaves, Who had ſeen all that paſs'd 
between them, and who were Witneſſes to the In- 
dian's Fate, greatly alarm'd her Father and Mother. 
James only (the noble Slave) gueſs'd the real Truth 
of the Matter ; and as Maria often mentioned his 
Name, it was concluded by her Parents to ſend him 
into her Room under ſome Pretence or other, and 
place themſelves ſo as to hear what paſſed, Thie 
Stratagem had the deſired Succeſs. They heard their 
Daughter expreſs the moſt violent Paſhon, which they 
found was no way encouraged by their Slave. As 
they could not but entertain a juſt Opinion of his Ho- 
neſty and Prudence, they reſolved to take no Notice 
of what paſſed ; but in order to cure their Daughter 
of her Paſſion, it was concluded to give our young 
Baron the Liberty his late Behaviour deſerved. The 
Miſtreſs ſoon acquainted him with his good Fortune, 
and he now indulged the pleaſing Hopes of returning 
to Europe, and being reſtor'd to his Honour and For- 
tune, He look'd on himſelf as already free, when 
his Maſter gave him Notice he was to go with him next 
Day to Dover: But having ſecretly, leſs favourable 
Intentions, as he was of a covetous Diſpoſition, be- 
gan to reflect, that five Years, the young Baron had to 
ſerye, was too much to loſe; and tho* to his Wite he 
pretended his Intentioa to fer him free, he ſecretly 
agreed with a Planter in Saſſex County, where, with 
the uſual Forms, he Transferred, or fold him for the 
Term he had to ſerve. 

Neyer was Aſtoniſhment equal to that of the Noble 
Slave, at finding the Baſeneſs and Ingtatitude of his Mal- 
ter. He reproached him with his Breach of Promiſe, 
and had not thoſe preſent interpoſed, he had probably 
made him pay dear for his Perfidy. His new Maſter, 
imagining by this Conduct, that he was of a turbulenc 
Diſpoſition, began to repeat his Bargain: However, 

as 
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as he was a generous good natur'd Man; he treated 


him mildly; ſo that his Work was eaſy, and he had 
the Privilege of a good Collection of Books, which 
was a great Conſolat on to him, This kind Uſage 
had fuck 
reſolved patiently to wait the Recoyery of his Liberty ; 
but unluckily his Maſter died in three Years, and 
the Heir diſpoſing of part of the Plantation, he was 
ſold to a new Maſter in Newcaſtle-County, almoſt 
within ſight of Drammond's Plantation. Here he was 
3 that Maria having had a Child by one of 
her Father's white Slaves, he was obliged by the 
Laws of the Country to marry her; and they were 
ry; to ſettle at a diſtant Plantation which her Father 
ad bought for him; and what more nearly concern'd 
him, be was told, that two Brothers of Turquoiſe the 
Indian Maid, (whoſe Deſpair for liim had occaſion'd 
her tragical Death) had vowed his Deſtruction. As 
he knew the deſperate and revengeful Temper of that 
Nation, he was as much on his Guard as poſſible, but 
all his Precaution had been fruitleſs, it Providence 
had not interpos d in his Favour, 

Theſe Indians watched him ſo narrowly, that they 
attack'd him one Day ina remote Part of the Woods, 
and with a Knife had certainly diſpatch'd him, had 
not ſome Perſons, in ſearchot a fugitive Slave, at that 
Inſtant come up and ſeized the Aſſaſſins: he eſcaped 
with a ſlight Wound in his Hip, and the Indians be- 
ing carry'd before a Juſlicg, were ſentenced to pay the 
Surgeon for his Cure, and the Maſter for the Loſs of 
Time it would take up, and to give Security for their 
good Behaviour. He continued two Months ill of this 
Wound, and neither the Surgeon nor Maſtei haſtened 
the Recovery, which was againſt both of their Intereſts, 


During this Indiſpoſition a new Accident involved him 


in freſh Difficulties, 


Going out one Sunday Evening to take the Air, he 
ſat him down under a Hedge, which parted bis Maſ- 
ter's Ground from that of a neighbouring planter; 
alter he had read a white he found himſelf drowſy. 
and lell aſl-ep; and when the awoke he found- it 


was 


an Effect on his generous Temper, that he 


F 
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27. | 
was Dark, and heard near him the Voices of two pers 
ſons, which raiſed his Curioſity, His Surprize was in- 
creaſed to find, by the Converſation, that his Miſtreſs 
was forming a Plot with Stephano, their Neighbour's 
Slave, to rob her Husband and go off with him to Eu- 
rope, in a Ship he had prepared for that Purpoſe. The 
noble Youth was ſtruck with Horror at the Diſcovery ; 
for the perfidious Woman to all outward Appearance 
liv'd very happily with her Husband, who was fond 
of her to exceſs; He reſolved to prevent the Villainy, 
at firſt, by revealing the whole Affair to her Husband, 
but reflecting, that a Woman capable of ſuch Trea- 
chery, might have Art enough to make a good-natur'd 
Husband believe her innocent, he reſolved to try another 
Method, He waited till the guilty Pair ſeparated, and 
following his Miſtreſs haſtily, over took her, and told 
her he was informed of all that paſs'd. He remonſtra- 
ted to her the Baſeneſs of her deſi gned Flight, and end- 
ed, with conjuring her to reflect, and change her 
Purpoſe; in which Caſe he aſſured her, what had paſ- 
ſed would remain with him for ever a Secret. 

The Miſtreſs, finding herſelf diſcover'd, pretended 
a ſincere Repentance for her Fault, which ſhe promiſed 
ſhe would never repeat; adding ſuch Marks of Kind- 
neſs to him, as gave him too much Cauſe to imagine, 
her unlawtul Paſſion had chang'd its Object. 

As the young Ba— could not prevail with himſelf to 
gratify the Paſſion of his Miſtreſs, ſhe at laſt conſider'd 
him as a dangerous Perſon, und endeayoured to get 
rid of him by Poiſon, but Providence interpoſed, in his 
Fayour, and prevented her Deſign. She was hortly 
after found in Bed with Stepkayo, who jump'd out of 
a Window and broke his Neck, ſhe was committed to 
Goal, in order for a Tryal, from whence ſhe made her 
Eſcape, His Servitude became now more eaſy by the 
kind Treatment he received from his Maſter for his Fi- 
delicy, with whom he continued till the Expiration of 
his Time. 2 | 

Thus had our poor young Nobleman, born to an 
ample Fortune and illuſtrious Rank, languiſhed for 
thirteen Years in the moſt painful and laborious Bon- 
* D dage, 
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dage, expos'd to all manner of Hardſhips, Difficulties 
and Dangers, Let us therefore now leave him, ſettin 
out for a place he had ſo long languiſhed to behold, 
and caſt our Eyes a while on the odd Figure his cruel 
Uncle, the Ainlor of all his Misfortunes, made in the 
Dignity he had aſſum'd. Having, as before obſery'd, 
taken on him the Title of B— of 4-— on his Brother's 
Deceaſe, he began to bleaze in all the Pomp of borrow'd 
Dignity, without conſidering the Revenue to ſupport it, 
which ſoon reduc'd him to low Circumſtances, and 
oblig'd him to ſolicit the Government for a Penſion, 
which was granted, and marrying a Wife with a pret- 
ty large Fortune, but no great Family, ſubſiſted thereon 
till the Conde An a died whoſe Title and Poſ- 
ſeſſion deyolving on the Heirs of 4 asnext of 
Blood, he began to think himſelf the Minion of For- 
rune : The Count not having a regard for him, be- 
queath'd not only his Perſonal Effects but large Porti- 
ons of his Eſtate to other Relations, which occafion'd 
ſeveral Lawſuits, He now grew tir'd of his Wife, and 
fix'd his Eyes on another Lady, the Daughter of a weal- 
thy Merchant, who had td much Senſe and Virtue to 
E his Deſires, hearing bis Wife was till alive; 
e left no Arts unus'd to create a Belief of her Death, 
and at laſt gain'd his End; by giving his firſt Wife a 
Sum of Money to quit her Claim to him, which ſhe 
ladly accepted, having been treated in a very indif- 
nA Manner, and relinquiſh'd all Pretenſions to him 
as a Husband, He ſoon after accompliſh'd his Deſires, 
and marry'd the Lady, with whom he receiv'd a. large 
Fortune, and had three Children by; but the natural 
Inconſtancy of his Nature at laſt prevail'd, and he grey 
tir'd of the Charms he had once ſo much ador- 
ed, treated her as a common P deny'd her 
Cloaths and Pocket-Money, abus'd all her Relations, 
and at laſt turn'd her out of his Houſe, without ſuffer- 
ing her to take any Thing with her but the wearin 
Apparel ſhe had on, and threaten'd to turn her Chil- 
dren out of Doors; and declare them Baſtards if ſhe 
mention'd this Separation as any Thing but an Act 
occaſion'd by her own ill Conduct: to this ſhe _—— 
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The was free from all Apprehenſions, and could prove 


her Marriage; he ſent her Word ſhe would find her- 


{elf Miſtaken, for he had another Wife who had a 
prior Claim, Nothing could be more deplorable than 


the Caſe of this injur'd Lady; he openly declar'd he was 


never marry'd to her, tho*, beſides the Regiſter, many 
Witneſſes were living who had been preſent at the 
Solemnity, 

Our young Nobleman, now no-more a Slaye, took 


| paſſage in a Merchant's Veſſel to Jamaica, where he 
. ſafely arrived, and entered on Board a Ship in the 


Harbour as a Common Sailor, to return to Europe; 
having neither Money nor any Recommendation to be 
received in another Capacity, He was ſoon taken 
notice of and ask'd by an Officer his Name. James A 
reply'd our young Nobleman, and looking earneſtly 
on him, ſaid, If I am not miſtaken you are C-avigny, 
and we were at School at the ſame time, At theſe 
Words the Officer lifted up his Hands and Eyes, Great 
God, cry'd he, what Miracle is this, if you are Fames 
3 SON to the Baron of that Name, how happen'd 
it that you were ſo long reported dead? Where have 
you been conceal'd? Why ſo long loſt to the World? 
And by what Chance does your Uncle enjoy your 
Title and Eſtate, while you are in this Station? Our 
young Nobleman was aſtoniſh'd at hearing his Uncle 
ad got Poſſeſſion, Is then my Father dead, cry'd he? 
The Officer told him the exact time he died, which 
correſponded with that in which he was trepan'd to 


Slavery, The Officer ſaid, If he was the real Perſon 


he had a very particular Mark about him, which he 
pergeived when they us'd to waſh together, which 
when our young Nobleman ſtript and gave him the 
fight of, he Embraced him, ſaying, You are really he. 
He was ſoon introduc'd to the Captain, who preſented 
this Noble Sailor to the Admiral, whoſe Character 
muſt ſuffer by any Deſcription can be given of it, to 
whom the whole Hiſtory of his Misfortunes were re- 
lated. The Admiral gave an attentive Ear, and hear- 
ing them repeated from his own Mouth, the manly 


Tear ſtgrted into the Eyes of that Great and Good 
| D 2 Man, 
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Man, particularly when he related the Diſtreſſes of 
his tender Years, Accordingly a Memorial was drawn 
up and ſigned by the Admiral, who immediately ſent 
it away by a Tender, and at the ſame time ſeveral 
Letters to his Friends, with an Account of this re- 
markable Paſſage, The young Nobleman himſelf 
ſoon after ſail'd for England to Proſecute his Claim. 

The News of his being living, and on his Return, 
arriving before himſelf in both the Kingdoms where 
his E s lay, alarm'd his Uncle, who knew not 
how to proceed, nor whoſe Adviſe to ask. At length 
our young Nobleman arriv'd, which occaſion'd ſtil] 
greater Perplexities in his Uncle, aud the more ſo 
when he heard he intended a Journey to the Place of 
his Nativity. In this Dilemma he ſent two Emiſlaries 
to Juggan, the Woman that nurſed him, who en- 
deavour'd to perſwade her that there was never any 
ſuch Child as James A and that it was only her 
own Child ſhe had nurſed; which amazed her, and 
cauſed her to cry out, What! Will you perſnade me 
I had not the ſweet young B ar my Breaſt for 
a Whole Year and a half, and did he not ſtay under my 
Care for two Years more, long after my poor Baby 
died? One of them told her if ſhe talk'd at that 
rate, ſhe wou'd be taken up and puniſhed; the other 
offered her a Purſe, if ſhe wou'd ſwear ſhe knew of no 
Child the 3B had by his Wife, adding; If it was 
{» that he was dead long ago; to which ſne anſwer'd, 
I won't forſwear my ſelf; if my young Lord be dead, 
God reſt his Soul, but I'll never deny him. 

Our unfortunate young Nobleman had a moſt ex- 
troardinary Friend who went before him to the Place 
of his Birth, and at the greateſt Perils conveyed Jrggan 
and other Witneſſes to the deſired Place, but his Toll 
was well Rewarded by the Pleaſure he took in meet- 
ing the Youth with the Perſons he brought with him; 
Juggan was ſometimes ready to throw herſelt about 
his Neck and embrace her dear Foſter-child, crying 
out to thoſe who accompany'd her, I gave Suck, tis cer- 
tain, to a Son of the B.- and Baroneſs of , but 
how can I fay this is he? Can I remember him ſo- 
long 
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long a time? No, and if 1 ſhou'd pretend to it, you 
wou'd have reaſon to call my Integrity in queſtion; 
but, Neighbours, you have often heard me ſay, that 
that Infant was born with a particular Mark, whith it 
this Gentleman can ſhew, I will rather die than deny 
him, On hearing theſe Words, he immediately con- 
vinc'd her by uncovering that Part of his Body where 
Nature had imprinted the happy Token, to baffle all 
the Arts of Man, 

But now the Time was come, when our young No- 
bleman was to experience different Inquietudes from 
what he had before known. A lovely Creature at- 
tracted his Inclinations, whoſe angelick Sweetneſs de- 
priv'd him of Words to expreſs his Paſſion. He ſoon 
diſcover'd the Effects of her Beauty, and was all Sad- 
neſs and Conluſion when ſhe appear'd; ſheliv'd ſome 
Diſtance from the Town, (whither he accompanied a 
Friend, who was in an ill fate of Health, and advis'd 
to retire to the Country for the benefit of the Air) and 
by his conſtant Addreſſes to her, which was accompany'd 
with a ſincere Paſlion, ſo far gain'd an Aſcendancy 
over her, that ſhe conſented to give him her Hand, 
her Heart being before cloſely united to his, 

The noble Youth now thought himſelf repaid by 
Heaven for all the Hardſhips he had undergone, {o 
ſerene was his Mind, ſo perſect his Contentment. 
But how fleeting was his Happineſs! his Sun of Joy 
at once withdrew, and the gather'd Cioud charged 
with unnumber'd Woes, was ready to burſt upon him, 
Dangers he leaſt foreſaw or apprehended, encompaſs'd 
him, and what the Malice of his Enemies cou'd not 
bring about, a cruel Chance accompliſhed. 

Among the Diverſions ot a rural Life, Shooting 
was his Favourite: One Day he went out alone, but 
afterwards happened to meeta Perſon who lived with 
and was Game-Keeper to a Man of Condition; they 
ſpy'd two Men (Father and Son) fiſhing in a little 
River that ran thro' the next Meadow, which not be- 
ing allowable for them to do, the Game-Keeper at- 
tempted to take their Net, and ſeized the Father by 


the Collar, who had the String on his Wriſt, and 


refuſed 
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refuſed te reſign it, they ſtruggled; our young No- 
bleman ache, Fae 4 — he —— aſſiſt 
the Game-Keeper, therefore cut the String, and 
threw it into the River, and then ran in himſelf, the 
Water being very ſha!Jow, This the ay ry 2a 
perceived not, being engaged with the Father; but 
the young Nobleman ſtooping haſtily to catch the 
Cords that trailed on the Ground, in order to pull 
back the Net, the Gun he unhappily had in his Hand, 
went off, and ſhot the Father dead. Horror and A- 
mazement immediately ſeized his Soul at ſeeing the - 
Fellow fall, he look'd like one transfixed with Thun- 
der, and no leis capable of Motion, He was purſued 
and taken, and carried before a Magiſtrate, deeply 
affected with that Concern which every. Man mult 
fee}, in having been the Cauſe, tho' unknowingly, of 
the Death of his Fellow. Creature, He was impri- 
| ſon'd, try'd, and acquitted without the leaſt Heſitati- 
on; the only Evidence againſt him being the Son of 
the deceas'd, who could not accuſe him of any Ma- 

lice or Deſign in the Affair. | 
While he was in Confinement, his crue] Uncle 
went to ſee him, triumphing in his Misfortunes, and 
moſt cruelly inſulted him, and no Endeavours were 
now wanting by his Enemies to blacken his CharaQer 
in the Minds of his Well-wiſhers, which was a very 
great Damp to his Affairs; ſo eaſy it is for Misfor- 
tune to check the Vigour of the-warmeſt Friends; 
but the Rumours which the cruel Uncle and his Emiſ- 
ſaries induſtriouſly propagated, had little Effect; hav- 
ing the Mortification to be diſappointed. Who 
would believe, that his cruel Uncle was ſeated among 
the Crowd of Spectators at his Trial. But ſo it 
was.— At the unexpected Sight of whom (though be- 
fore, a ſweet Compoſure fat on his Features, grave 
but not fad, fpirituous but not gay; the ſolemn Oc- 
caſion having engroſſed, but not perplexed his 
Thoughts; the Preſence of thoſe, on whoſe Deciſi- 
on his Life or Death depended, inſpired him with 
Reſpect, but not wi:h Fear; and he ſhewed rather 
like one who came to attend the Fate of hn ts 
rather 
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rather than his own) he loſt all his Preſence of Mind. 
and cried out to one that ſtood near him, Heayens! 
does that Prodigy of Wickedneſs come here too, to 
inſult me! to render me, by an Object ſo hateful to 
my Eyes, incapable of making my Defence, and diſ- 
tracting my Mind with the Remembrance of what he 
has made me ſuffer, As thoſe Words were ſpoke 
with tome Vehemence, they were heard by many o- 
thers beſide the Perſon to whom they were addreſs'd, 
and paſſing from one to another thro' the whole Aſ- 


* ſembly; occaſion'd a general Murmur againſt his un- 


parallel'd Cruelty and ſhameleſs Behaviour. Yet his 
cruel Malice overſhot the Mark: Nothing could 
influence the Aſſembly ſo much in the young Noble. 
man's Fayour as did this glaring Proof of Barbarity, 


every Heart anticipated the Judge's Decree, and 


without ſeeing him, pronounced him worthy of Life. 

Mad with Rage at this unexpected Turn of Fate, the 
Count ruſhed through the Crowd with as much Precipt- 
tation as the Thickneſs of it would admit, flung bimfelf 
into his Chariot, muttering the moſt unheard of Cur- 
ſes, One continued Hiſs purſued him till he was 
out of ſight, while the equitable Judgment of the 
Court gave all that were preſent, except his ciuel 
Uncle, the higheſt Satisfaction, which they expreſs'd. 
by loud Huzza's, 

To deſcribe the fincere Joy of his Friends, or the 
Tranſports of his amiable Wife, when — 
him on this happy Event, would. be altogether need- 
leſs, ſince there is ſcarce any Imagination ſo cold, 
bur muſt be capable of conceiving, what Words 
could but poorly expreſs, Our young Nobleman 
felt the leaſt Pleaſure at his own Acquitment; for 
tho” he rejoiced that his Innocence had been ſo fully 
cleared, yet, to reflect, that thro* his Means a poor 
Man had been deprived of Life, occaſioned a certain 
Heavineſs to hang on his Spirits, which all the En- 


- 


deavours of his Friends could not for a long Time 


Thus were all the malicious Efforts of his cruel 
Uncle fruſtrated; and now he continued his —_— 
* war 
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which was carried on with as much Succeſs, as the 
tedious Forms of a Civil Court of Judicature would 
admit of. The Perſons he was ſo fortunate to em- 
ploy, as Counſellors, Sollicitors, &'c. happened to be 
Men of ſuch unbials'd Honour, Zeal, and Integrity, 
that they always made their Client's Cauſe their own, 
and the uncommon Circumſtances of this, agitating 
them with a more than ordinary Deſire of bringing 
ſo iniquitous a Scene to Light, they were incefati- 
gable in their Labours; and having good Reaſon, by 
the whole of the Uncle's Behaviour, to be aſſured he 
would raiſe all the Money he could from the Tenants, 
repreſented the Affair to the ſupreme Judge, in ſuch 
proper Colours, that he granted them Writs of E- 
jectment, in order to prevent any of the Rents being 
paid till the grand Deciſion ſhould be made. 

This was gaining a great deal, and indeed all the 
Claimant could at preſent deſire, but it made the 
Poſſeſſor almoſt beſides himſelf with Rage and Ap- 

rehenſion; eſpecially when he heard the young No- 

leman was preparing to go himſelf in Perſon, with 
thoſe who were appointed to execute this Point of 
Law. He had an extreme Deſire to ſee once more, 
the Kingdom that gave him Birth, and his Friends 
highly approved this Inclination in him; his Lady, 
whom it was judged improper to go with him, would 
not ſuffer her Tenderneſs ſo far to get the better of 
her Prudence, as to offer any Thing in Oppoſition 
W230 

It was highly neceſſary his Friend ſhould remain, 
to animate the Proceſs, and keep the Witneſles to- 
gether, various Stratagems being continually put in 
Practice, both to corrupt and terrify them. It was 
not in the Power of all his cruel Uncle's Inventions, 
nor that of his Inſtruments, to put any Stop to this 
Expedition, the Event of which he had ſo much 
Cauſe to dread; but to render his Reception as diſa- 
greeable to him as poſſible, he ſent three of his Emiſ- 
faries with Letters, and Inſtructions to ſome in that 
Kingdom, who had been Partakers with him in his 
Debaucheries, and whom he imagined would aſſiſt his 

Schemes, 
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e Schemes. The Subſtance of what he wrote to them 
d was, That & Baſtard Son of his late Brother had taken 
= upon him to call his Title in Queſtion, and was com- 
e ing over to forvid the Tenants from paying any more Rent, 
f and de ſired they would prepoſſeſs the People with this I- 
„ dea of him, and alſo that he had been a Vagrant about 
g ) the Streets of the Capital; had afterwards tranſported 
g himſelf to America, and returned a commen Sailor; 
i had never been but a moſt abject Profligate, and was 
y now ſpirited up only by three or four ill. minded Perſons 
e to diſtreſs him in his Affairs. 
* The indefatigable Inſtruments of their Patron's 
h Will fet out with all poſſible Speed on this Enter- 
4-7 prize, after having flatter'd him with Hopes, that 
g they would order Matters ſo, as that his Competitor 

ſhould be driven back with Shame and Confuſion, 
e But how far they were able to execute their execrable 
e Commiſſion, we ſhall ſee anon. 
- After the unnatural Uncle had, as he thought, 
- prepared an unkind Reception for his Nephew, in the 
h Land that gave him Being, he reſolved not to be 
f idle himſelf, and began to conſider how he ſhould diſ- 
s treſs him in that he was about to quit ; therefore as 
$ ſoon as he heard the young Nobleman had got every 
» Thing ready for his Departure, had taken leave of 
J his worthy Friend, and had ſet out on his Journey, 
f he cauſed a Letter to be wrote in an unknown 
1 Hand, to that great Friend of the Diſtreſt, the Sub- 

ſtance of which follows, 
; To Monſieur Amico. 
$ 
; STR, 
HT: been a Witneſs of the Friendſhip ſo long 
; Jubſiſting between you and the Count de Anglie, 


1 cannot look on your preſent Enmity without a great 

deal of Concern, as equally prejudicial to you both 

of all who eſpouſe the Cauſe of his Competitor, and muſt 

mmevitably fall with him, there is none for whom he is 
| E 


ſo 


+, + 

ſo much troubled as your ſelf, Believe me, Sir, that 
my Lord has ſuch intonteſtable Evidences, that it is 
neither in your Power, nor that of all the World to ſhake 
his Title... ..Be therefore no longer deceiv'd with the ſpe- 
cious Pretences of an Impoſtor, but return to your former 
Engagements with a Nobleman, who, in ſpite of all you | 
have done, has ſtill a tender Regard for jou; and who, 
J can aſſure you, for I heard him ſwear it, will not 
only forgive every Thing that is paſt, but alſo make 
over to you and your Heirs for ever, that Part of the 
Eſtate morigaged to you by the late Baron of N 
| 1 imagine he will ſend Perſons to treat with you con- 
cerning the Means of renewing your former Amity; and 
| I wiſh you ſo well as to hope you will not refuſe the 
| Offers he intends to make you, nor any longer lend your 
4 Endeavours do prop a falling Hoa ſe, which can only in- 
4 volve you in its Ruin, I chuſe to conceal myſelf at pre- 
1 ſent, but according as you purſue the friendly Advice I 
1} give, ſhall at a more proper Time declare the Name of 
x him, who is | 


| very much Yours, 


— — — NT 


Some Days aſter two Perſons came and confirmed 
the Offer made in the Letter. They even brought an 
Inſtrument ready ſign'd, in order to convince him 
there was no Deception in the Affair. Amico liſten'd 
to what they ſaid with a Patience and Attention 
which made them imagine they had gain'd their 
Point; but when he found they had fully executed 
their Commiſſion, The Count, ſaid he, is wondrous 
kind, but it is not my Way to abuſe the Generoſity ö 
of my Friends, Tell him, therefore, that I cannot | 
accept the Gift he offers, becauſe I am very well 
convinced it is not his own he would beſtow : But, 
in Return for his Favours, give him this Letter, 
that he may know how to thank the Perſon that 
wrote it. Pal A 

At theſe Words he put his Hand in his Pocket, 


and took eut the above Letter, and pur it into the 
Hand 
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Hand of one of them, whom he ſuſpected to have 
wrote it. They both looked very much confuſed at 
an Anſwer which they did not expect by the Beginning of 
his Treatment, and were preparing to add ſomething 
to enforce what they had already ſaid on the, Part of 
the Count, but he prevented them, by ſaying, he was 


ſurprized the Count did not know him better, than to 


believe he would undertake any Cauſe without being 
convinced of its Juſtice, or that when he was once 
ſo he would deſert it for any Conſideration. Af. 
ter this, he would not enter into farther Diſcourſe 
with them, and behaved with an ironical Complai. 
ſance, that made them glad to get out of the 
Houſe. | 

The Count had no great hopes of ſucceeding in 
this Attempt, therefore bore the Diſappointment with 
more Patience than he was accuſtom'd, truſting intirely 
to thoſe Agents he had employed Abroad, 

The much wrong'd Nobleman was now purſuing 
his Journey with three Friends, one Valet de Chambre 
and two Laquies, and meeting with no Impediment 
either by Land or Sea, ſafely arrived at the Capital 
from whence he had been fo cruelly trepan'd. His 
Enemies had been there ſome time before him, and 
were not idle in their Endeayours, 

The firſt publick Place he went to a Mob was hired 
to inſult and hiſs him, and many Affronts were thrown 
on him as he paſſed the Streets, which was preſently 
quaſhed by the Reſpect which the Populace ſoon found 
he was treated with from their Superiors. 

The good Woman who had relieved the Diſtreſſes 
of his Childhood, when he was indeed in that vagrant 
Condition with which the Inſtruments of his cruel 
Uncle now upbraided him, was (till living, and con- 
ceal'd nothing of the Count's Behaviour to him while 
at her Houſe, and the Pretence he made to take him 
thence, Several other reputable Perſons who had ſeen 


him in his Infancy, happening to be then in town, 
aſſur'd as many as ſpoke of the Affair that the Bs 
ot A=— had really a Son by his Lady, and that they 
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faw not the leaſt room to doubt but this Gentleman 
was he. In fine, his Behaviour was ſo far from that 
of an Impoſtor, that thoſe who were the leaſt in- 
elin'd, beliey'd him to be the real Perſon he ſaid he 
Was. | 
Few Perſons, of Rank or Condition enough to en- 
title them to ſuch a Power, but invited him to their 
Houſes, and intreated to be inform'd from his own 
Mouth the particulars of his Misfortunes. the moſt 
elegant Entertainments were made for him and his 
Friends-——inſtead of being treated beneath his Dignity, 
the greateſt Marks of Diflindion were beſtow'd on 
him wherever he went, whether Churches, Playhouſes 
or Aﬀemblies, 

But, as to create Loye and Eſteem were not the chief 
Motives which brought him to the Kingdom, he quit- 
red the Capital, and went to the Province where he 
was born, and where lay a conſiderable part of the 
Eſtate of his Anceſtors. 

The Wretches employ'd by his Uncle had Notice of 
his Intention, and finding their Schemes render'd abor- 
tive, by the prevalence of Truth, and the good Senſe 


of the Perſons they had attempted to impoſe here 


upon; they hurried down to Altamont, hoping to meet 
with better Succeſs among the innocent Country Peo- 
ple. They got there five Days before him, and with 
a great deal of Difficulty raiſed a Poſſe of about four- 
teen or fifteen, and took up all the Inns in the Town 
where the young Nobleman was born, in order to 
diſappoint him and his Friends of Lodging at their Ac- 
rival. | 
This 1 as they thought, compleated, 
they diſpers'd themſelves thro* the whole Neighbour- 
hood, venting the moſt prepoſterous Falſhoods that 
cou'd be imagin'd, as Additions to thoſe already made 
uſe of, in order to ſpirit up the Ruſticks to drive him 
out of the Proyince, as an Impoſtor come to betray 
them; but they little ſuſpected the ſhrewdneſs of theſe 
Country People, who knew, before the Information 
from thoſe Creatures, that our young Nobleman was on 


his 


| 
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his Journey towards them, alſo on what Score he 
came; and were full of Impatience to beheld a No- 
bleman who was born among them, had been ſo lon 
Joſt, and ſo miraculouſly recover'd. They had al- 
ways pitied the late Baron, and had looked with a 
tender Eye upon his Faults, as believing him inſtiga- 
ted to commit them by the wicked Infinuations of his 
Brother, whoſe very Name they hated, and whoſe 
Behaviour, ſince he aſſum'd the Title and Eſtate, 
made every Day more odious to them. All this, 
join'd to the young Nobleman's unexampled Injuries 
and Sufferings, as it was ſpread thro'the whole Coun- 
try, by thoſe to whom his Friend Amico had related it, 
excited in every Body, a tender Prepoſſeſſion in his 
Favour, which was far from being in the Power of 
what theſe wicked Emiſſaries could ſay againſt him 
to remove, 

They concealed their Sentiments, however, ſeem- 
ed not to doubt the Truth of what was told them, 
drank the real Count 4e Avglia's Health, and Contu- 
ſion to the Pretender; which being taken juſt the 
reverſe of what theſe honeſt People meant, gave an 
infinite Satisfaction to thoſe employ'd to ſeduce them, 


and they expected no leſs than that the young No- 


bleman and his Friends would be mauled and almoſt 
torn to pieces the Moment they approached. Little 
did they think what fort of Preparations were ma- 
king to receive him, and that the ſeeming Credit 
given to their Suggeſtions, was done with no other 
Intent than to heighten his Triumph, by ſo unerpect- 
ed a Mortification to his Enemies. 

It was only their Ignorance of the exact Day in 
which they might expect him, that prevented him 
from being met at a great Diſtance from the Town, 
but when People were in med that he was near, by 
one of the Servants who rode before, in order to pro- 
vide Lodgings for that worthy Company, they ran 


| Out, one and all, Shops, Streets and Houſes were left 


to the Care of little Children, or ſuch Women, who 
ny wanted Strength to gratif7 their impatient Cu- 
ricſity; none but thoſe whom old Age or aan" 
| ept 
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kept Priſoners remained behind happy were the 
foremoſt of this joyful Crowd—ſome preſs'd to kiſs 
his Hand —others clung about his Legs - ſome took 
the Bridle of his Horſe, leading him as it were in 
Triumph, while thoſe at a greater Diſtance threw up 
their Caps and join'd in the general Cry, Long live 
the Heir of Altamont— our own true Lord, 

In this Manner, amidſt a ſhouting Multitude, was 
he conducted to the beſt Houſe the Town afforded, 
and then left, after a 'Thouſand Benedictions, to re- 
ceive the Congratulations of the Chief of the Pro- 
vince, who hearing of his Approach had made all the 

. hafte they could to meet him. Many of theſe re- 
membred his Birth, and had often paid their Compli- 
ments to him in bis Infant Years, and, in ſpite 
of Hardſhips, Griefs, and Troubles, ſufficient to 
have fix'd the moſt heavy Gloom on any Face, could 
ſtill trace great part of the Bis of A——'s ſweetneſs * |} » 
in a Son who was once thought very like her. 

While theſe were entertaining him with ſome Diſ- 
courſe of his Famiiy, and liftening with Horror and 
Amazement to the brief Recital he then made 
of his Uncle's Barbarity towards him, the Popu- 
Jace were buſy in making Bonfires, ringing the 
Bells, and other Demonſtrations of a Publick and 
ſincere Joy. | 

Never had his Uncle been receiv'd in this Manner; 
for tho' the blackeſt of his Crimes had till now been 
wrapt in Darkneſs, yet there were others too notori- 
ous to ſuffer the Perſon guilty of them to be treated 
with any Marks of Love or Eſteem, 

But theſe Teſtimonies of Duty and Affection to 
their new-found Lord, ended not with that Night, 
Early in the Morning a Troop of Young Men and 
Maidens neatly dreſt with Garfands on their Heads, 
preceded by ſeveral Muſicians, came before his 
Lodgings, and preſented him with a Rural Entertain- 
ment, Which they call the Long-Dance, Never had 
the Young Nobleman beheld a Scene more pleaſing.- 
The clear and ruddy Complexions join'd with the 


Youth and Innocence of theſe Perlormers, gave a 
Grace 


| 
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Grace to every Motion, and it was pleaſant to ob- 
ſerve how, it being the Seaſon of the Year which 
afforded little Variety of Flowers, wherewith to or- 
nament their Chaplets, the Girls had cut Ribbands 
to repreſent Roſes, Piaks, Lillies, & e. in ſo lively a 
Manner, that they ſeem'd like ſo many Flora's Cele- 
brating the coming in of the Spring. 

In fine, as his Reſtoration to Altamont was like a 
New-birth, his Entrance into it was welcom'd in the 
ſame Manner his Entrance into the World had been: 
and the whole Time he ſtay'd gave one continu'd 
Proof of the Sincerity of the People's Hearts towards 
him, and that they were not only convinc'd of the 
Juſtice of his Pretenũons, but alſo that they thought 
him worthy of the Dignities he claim'd. | 

How ſevere a Shock was this to his Enemies, who 
from the Moment they found how he was receiy'd, 
durſt not ſhew their Heads, for fear of meeting that 
Treatment themſelves which they intended for him 
and his Friends, but skulk'd in Corners till Night 
favour'{ their Eſcape, and then went to the Capital: 
from whence they wrote an Account of their Diſap- 
pointment to their Patron, the Count, and delir'd 
treſh Inſtruions in what Manner to proceed. 


Our Young Nobleman and his Company having 


now ſerv'd their Ejectments, were oblig'd to quit 
Altamont, in Order to go to theſe other Provinces 
where likewiſe he had Eſtates, and where it was necel- 
ſary the like Writs ſhould be delivered, to prevent his 
unjuſt Uncle from receiving any further Profits from 
a Patrimony to which he had ſo little Right, and which 
he had but too long enjoy'd. 

The Reception they met with thro' their whole 
Progreſs, convinc'd the Young Nobleman's Friends 
that the extraordinary Rejoicings made for him at 
Altamont, were not altogether owing to a partial In- 
dulgence to him, as having been born among them, 
but to the Certainty every Body had ot bis being the 


Lawful Heir; ſince not only at his own Eſtates, but 


in almoſt all the great Towns he had occaſion © 
| t hro', 
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thro', he was complimented with Bonefires and ring. 


ing of Bells. 
The News of his Succeſs in the Country having 
reach'd the Capital, the Careſſes he before receiy- 


ed there were redoubled at his Return, by all the 
at 


People of Diſtinction; and it was highly ſatisfacto- 
ry both to himſelf and Friends, to obſerve, that thoſe 
who moſt publickly eſpous'd his Cauſe were thoſe 
who were themſelves the moſt eminent both for Rank 


and Virtue. 


It was not, indeed, in Nature to be otherwiſe, we 
are apt to commilſerate thoſe moſt whom we find have 


the neareſt Affinity with ourſelves How then 
could the High-born but look with the greateſt Ten- 
derneſs and Compaſſion on the Orphan of ſo Illuſtri- 
ous a Houſe, expoſed in Infant Innocence to all the Mi- 
ſeries Language can give Name to?: — How could the 
Worthy and the Good but reverence thoſe Noble Prin- 


ciples which, without the Advantage either of Pre- 


cept, or Education, he had ſo ſteadily attain'd to 
during the whole courſe of his Misfortunes 
How could the Learn'd but reflect wich Admiration 
on the Ardency of his Deſires for acquiring Know- 
ledge, and with what Care and Aſſiduity he had im- 
proved every Hint that Providence threw in his way, 
tor the Improvement of his Mind? And what 
matter of Regret was it for all who truly loy'd their 
Country, to find that a Genius _ of being ſo great 
an Ornament to it, had been by the moſt unheard- 
of "— depriv'd of all the Means of exerting 
itſelf, 

The Ladies too, I mean that part of them, who 
gave themſelves the trouble of looking no farther than 
thoſe exterior Accompliſhments, which compoſe what 
is commonly call'd a pretty Gentleman, could not 
forgive the Uncle for having denied him the Auvan- 
tages of Dancing and Muſick: Charmed as they 
were with his Natural Politeneſs, and Complaiſance, 
they could not find Words to expreſs ſufficiently how 
great a Mortification it was to them that he could 

| | not 


—_ — - — 


TOR D Dee ot = „ zx .c. 


2 8 0 


2 — 


. 


not make one with them at a Ball, or give them his 
his Judgement on a Concert. 

In a Word, being ſo generally liked as he was, eye- 
ry one lamented moſt his want of that Branch of 
Education, which was moſt agreeable to their own 
particular Taſte, but all agreed in this, that no Pu- 
niſhment eyer yet invented could be equal to the 
Crimes of ſuch an Uncle as he had, | 

But while our Young Nobleman was receiving all 
the Demonſtrations of Good - will and ReſpeR he could 
deſire and 22 more than he expected, a Plot 
was forming againſt him, fit only for the execrable 
Brain of him who had no other Ideas but what turn'd 
on Miſchief; but which like thoſe that went before, 
ſerv'd only to bring Confuſion on the Author, 
This inexorable and remorſeleſs Uncle being in- 

formed by his Emiſſaries of his Nephew's Succeſs, 
and the Treatment he had receiv'd, was ready to burſt 
with Rage and Malice, and perceiving his All was 
E Juſtice was ready to break upon 
im like a Deluge, and ſweep every Thing away 
his Avarice and Ambition had urſurped, leaving him 
naked to Puniſhment and Shame, he reſolved on an 
Expedient no leſs bold than wicked, which was te 
cauſe the young Nobleman to be arreſted in an Action 
of 120, 00 Crowns, flattering himſelf that it would 
be impoſlible for him to procure Bail for ſo large a 
Sum, that he would be thrown into Priſon, and b 
being preyented from returning, he would be render'd 
incapable of proſecuting the Suit, and all his Friends 
diſcouraged from aſſiſtng him. To the Orders he 
gave his Agents for this, he alſo added, chat they 
ſhould ſend Expreſſes to all the Tenants, pretending 
that he had been detected in his Forgery, had given 
up his Claim, and then to demand what Rents were 
owing, in the Name of R — 4 de Anglia and Bacon 
de Altamont, the real and true Owner of the Eſtates 
appertaining to thoſe Titles. | 

The Wretches to whom theſe Inſtructions were di- 
rected, fail'd not to obey them punctually to the ut- 
moſt of their power - They got a Writ — 
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made out and prevail'd on an Attorney to back it, 
but when they came to the Office met with a Diſap- 
ner they had not foreſeen, all they could ſay 
eing ineffectual to get it ſealed: The perfon appointed 
for that purpoſe beard the whole of che Story, and 
Jaid,, he would not venture on ſuch a Thing, unlefs 
he had the Sanction of one of the Judges to indem- 
nify him. This SanRion the Count's engines labour'd 
to obtain, but without Succeſs: thoſe wiſe Diſpenſers 
_ ofthe Law immediately ſaw into the Villainy of the 
Deſign, and thoſe that requeſted it, had a ſevere Re- 
primand inſtead of a Grant, | 
Nor was it probable the Tenants, fo. aſcertain'd as 
they were of the Juſtice of this young Nobleman's 
Claim, and ſo true an Affection as they had for him, 
would have been deceiv'd by any idle Story to his 
Prejudice, much leſs have been prevailed upon to pay 
any Money, which mult infallibly have been to their 
own Loſs: Our young Nobleman, however, having 
been inform'd by ſome of his Friends of this Deſign 
upon them, cauſed printed Advertiſements to be ſent 
down into all parts of the Country, ſetting forth the 
true ſtate of the Cafe, and theſe laſt Stratagems at- 

tempted to be put in Practice againſt him. 
This made a very great Noiſe all over the King- 
dom, and ſet the real Character of the Count, his 
Uncle, in ſo ſtrong a Light, that thoſe who before had 
ſome Doubts concerning the noble Youth, were now 
entirely on his fide; judging with Reaſon, that Truth 
and juſtice had no occafion to purſue ſuch clandeſtine 
. Meaſures, and that thoſe taken by the Count, was a 
lain Proof that neither his Claim nor Actions would 
bear the teſt of Examination, but that to ſecure the 
one and ſcreen the other, he was under a Neceſſity of 

going on in a continu'd Succeſſion of Crimes, 
| This was indeed fo natural an Obſervation, that it 
could not eſcape the moſt narrow Capacity; the loweſt 
and moſt abject Delinquents are ſenſible of it, and ge- 
nerally make it part of their Confeſſion in their lateſt 
Moments. The ſmalleſt Vice indulg'd leads on to 


oreater, till the whole Soul becomes one genera] 7 * 
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All theſe Things were new Misfortunes to the Count's 
Spouſe, who was preparing to appeal to the Legiſla- 
ture to give Proofs of her Marriage, and endeavour 
to force her wicked Husband to allow her a Dowry be- 
fitting a Wife of quality; but the general Opinion now 
piving her Reaſon to believe it would ſoon be out of 
is Power, as before it was out of his Inclination, to do 
any Juſtice to her, put a ſtop to all her Proceedings 


againſt him, and obliged her to wait till the Affair 


between him and the young Nobleman ſhould be de- 
termined, The Villainies practiſed on herſelf gave 
her but too much Cauſe to tear he was not, in relation 
to his Nephew, leſs guilty than he was repreſented : 
She reflected, as ſome author has it, 


Juſtice is Juſtice, even to the meaneſt z 

And theſe who ſcruple not at petty Crimes 

To purchaſe peity Pleaftires, awill when greater 
Excites the Appetite, act greater ſtill. 


She therefore gave herſelf and Children over, as del- 
tin'd to be the unhappy Sufferers for another's Faults, 


nor could the moſt ſanguine of her Friends now flatter 


her with any Proſpect of Redreſs. 


The cruel Uncle, in the mean time receiving every 


Poſt intelligence of ſome freſh Diſappointment, was 
full of Horror and Confuſion a Viciſlitudeof the 
moſt dreadtul Ideas roſe in his diſtrafted Brain — he 
felt by turns every pang that Guilt and enervate Rage 
can poſſibly inflict he found the hand of Heaven 
was againſt hime—ethat all the Arrows ſbot againſt 
his innocent Nephew recoil'd upon his own Breaſt. — 


that the more he endeayour'd to defame him, the 


more Shame he brought upon himſelt ; and all that 
he did, inſtead of creating him Enemies, ſerv'd only 
to raiſe him up new Friends; yet did not all this ex- 
cite in him any true Repentance——-tho' he ſaw un- 
avoidable Ruin ſtare him in the Face, till he perſiſted 
obſtinate in Iniquity he had now Recourſe to the moſt 
paltry, ill-concerted Falſhood that ever was invented, 
which was to report, that the Perſon who called him- 
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felf James A was of himſelf a poor ignorant 
filly Fellow, and only made to aſſume the Title of Al- 
tamont by two Perſons, whoſe Tool he was, and pre- 
tended a Claim to Eſtates, which, if obtain'd they were 
to have the beſt Share of. 

One would think by broaching ſuch an abſurd 
Story he muſt have been really as weak as he took 
them to be, otherwiſe he might haye form'd fome- 
thing which would have had a little more the Appear- 
ance of Truth, or at leaſt one that might not have 
been ſo eaſily detected; ſince even a Child might have 
refuted this by asking, Where theſe two Perfons were 
when our young Nobleman delivered his Memorial to 
the Admiral? Had he ever then been in the King- 
dom where they were ? or had they ever taken a 
Voyage to America on purpoſe to find a perſon to 
raiſe up as a Pretender to the Titles and Eſtates of the 
Count de Anglia ?.. — Had he at that time, or long 
after, ever ſeen theſe Gentlemen, or heard of them ? 
If they then concerted with him this Plot, it muſt 
certainly have been by Intuition, and the whole Scheme 
carried on by intellectual converſations groſs Fleſh 
and Blood could never have paſs'd ſuch Lands and 
Seas inviſible to human Eyes. Nor, tho' they were 
both Men of excellent Senſe, it was never ſuſpected 
that they, any more than our young Nobleman, had 
ſtudied necromancy. were Fauſtus's in Diſguiſe, and 
cone * a Wiſh tranſport themſelves wherever they 

eated. 

The Count had never done any thing that render'd 
him more ridiculous than this Suggeſtion, his very 
Agents were aſham'd of it, yet would he relate it 
boldly, and ſwear to the Truth of it, tho' he ſaw 
a Sneer in the Face of every one that heard it. 
Doubtleſs he would have denied the young Nobleman 
had ever preſented any Memorial to the Admiral, 
would not the Letters wrote by that great Man have 
been undeniable Evidences againſt him, and had he not 
been expected ſoon in Perſon to have given the Lye 
to {0 notorious a Talſhood, = 
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Every thing, in ſhort, and himſelf moſt of all, 
ſeem'd to conſpire to render this bad Man as con- 
temptible for his Folly as deteſtable for his Wicked- 


 nefs; and 'tis poſſible the Conſequences of his Crimes 


might now begin to make him feel ſome little Re- 
morſe, at leaſt for thoſe Parts of them which he found 
ſuch il} Effects of; when, all on a ſudden be was pre- 
fented with an Occaſion of Triumph he had little ex- 
pected, and which, tho' ſhort-liv'd gave ſome Relaxa» 
uon to his Vexation, | 
Intelligence had been ſent him by his Emiſſaries, 
that the young Baron and his Friends were 8 
to embark in a ſmall Veſſel, the Name of whic 
they ſent him, belonging to a Merchant of that 


Kingdom; and, when every day he was dreading his 


Return, the Publick Papers gave an Account of that 
very Ship being wreck'd, and all on board her loſt. 

The Extaſy he was in at reading a Piece of news 
fo flattering to his Wiſhes, made bim forget that in 
teſtilying it, as he did wherever he went, hediſcover'd 
the Apprehenſions he had been in for the Arrival of 
a Competitor, the Juſtice of whoſe Claim had been 
fo fully allow'd in one Kingdom, and in all probabi- 
lity would have been ſo in another, had not this un- 
fortunate Accident put a Period, as it was thought, 
both to his Life and Expectation. 


- Tis certain, indeed, our young Nobleman and 


his Friends had intended to embark in the Veſſel, 
but were til] detain'd by the Perſuaſions of ſeveral 
People of Diſtinftion, who found too much Satisface 


tron in their Society, to be willing to part with them 


till the Neceſſity of Affairs requir'd it; and beſide, 
it was thought derogatory to his real Dignity to go 
in that Manner: So that when they found him reſo- 
lute to depart, and were convinc'd a longer ftay 
might be a Prejudice to him, the Government was 
applied to, and a Warrant for the royal Yacht im- 
mediately granted Sure Mark of their being af. 
certain'd of his Birth! that being a Fayour _— ” 
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Jowed but to Perſons of the firſt Quality, or ſuch, who 


by their high Offices in the State are put upon the 


ſame foot, 1 

Every thing now being ready —Buſineſs calling 
Winds favouring— calm Seas inviting-nO Pretext 
for delaying him remaining, our young Nobleman, 
with his Companions and Retinue, came on board, 


welcom'd by the Diſcharge of the Cannon, and fol- 


low'd by the Prayers and good Wiſhes of a Number 
of Spectators, who did not quit the Coaſt till the 


Yacht was entirely out of Sight. The little Voyage 


was as proſperous as could. be hop'd, and 48 Hours 
brought them to their intended Port, where being 
ſafely landed, they made all imaginable Haſte to the 
Capital, their Friends having impatiently expected 
them for ſome Days. | 

What a terrible reverſe did this now give to the 
Expectations of the Count to be told his Nephew 
was arrived, when he thought him and his Preten- 
lion buried in the Sea, and that he arriv'd in the 
manner he did, pur an end at once to all his hopes; 
nor.was it in the Power of all thoſe People who 
earned theic Bread by lulling him with falſe Imagina- 
tions, to ſooth his Mind or mitigate his Deſpair, tho' 
they exerted all their force of D ſſimulation for that 
Pur poſe— He found himſelf now without Money 
without Credit no Expedient offer'd to ward off the 
Blow, which muſt inevitably fall and cruſh him with 
its Weight beyond all Poſlibility of ever riſing more, 
e doubted not but the young Nobleman would 
now bring Things to an immediate Iſſue, of which 
he knew the Conſequence... Sometimes he was for 
Aying the Kingdom, and thereby avoid the Puniſh- 
ment he had Reaſon to expect for ſuch a Series of 
Crimes: But whither could he go? Or where hope 
to be receiv'd or protected? What to do he knew 
not, or how to behave in this Exigence— Depen- 
dants importuning,— Creditors perſecuting Wants 
within, and Dangers without Doors inceſſantly per- 
plexing — iis wy a4 contempt, and fear of future 


Sbame, joined with fruitleſs Rage and diſappointed 


Revenge, 
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Revenge, drove him even to the Verge of Madneſs.— 
At length, partly for the Relief of his prefent Neceſ-' 
ſities, and partly through Malice to the rea] Owner, 


he made all the rich Furniture, Pictures, Baſto's and 


other Curioſities which the Count de Anglia, his pre- 
deceſſor, had collected, to be torn down and expoſed 
co publick Seal, | 

This was all that now remain'd in the compaſs of 
his Power, and was indeed ſome occaſion of Vexation 
to our young Nobleman, when he was informed of it: 
not ſo much for the intrinſic- Value of his Loſs, as be- 
cauſe he regretted ſuch curious Pieces of Antiquity, 
as he had been told were treaſur'd there, ſhould go 


out of the Family, and perhaps fall to the Lot of ſome 


who knew not how to make a proper Uſe of them, 

The whole Body of Nobility were no ſooner inform- 
ed of this equally mean and unjuſt Action, by the 
printed Catalogues every where diſperſed about the 
Town, than they cry'd out againſt the Count; and ſome 
there were who, in a publick Aſſembly, were ſo ge- 
nerous as to propoſe raiſing a Bank among them, in 
order to purchaſe the chief of theſe Curiolities, and 
make a Preſent of them to the real Heir of that il- 
luſtrious Pet ſon to whom they had belong'd. : 

- But here I muſt give a truce to my Pen, and for a 
While defer the Proſecution of Adventures, which I 
doubt not but the Reader finds ſufficiently intereſting 
to create an Impatience for the Cataſtrophe. 


O Time! in whoſe tremendous Womb, the Seeds of all 
Things lie concealed, and who, ſooner or later, ripens 
them to full Perfection, now fly ſwift, as when happy 
Lovers meet, and bring me Opportunity and Means of 
gratifying the Curioſity I have excited ſo as the Event 
may give Honour to Juſtice, and to Oppreſſion, Fraud, 
Violence, and Cruelty, the Shame and Puniſhment they 
merit. 


The Exp of the Firſt PART. 
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PRESZNT for an ApprRENTICE: Or, A 
Sure Guide to gain both Eſteem and Eſtate. 
With RoLxs for his Conduct to his MasTEx and in 
the Won. By a late Lor Dp Marox of London, 


Price in half Binding a Britiſh Six Pence. 

A pamphlet hath been twiee publiſhed within this twelve. 
monch, call'd, A preſent for an Apprentice: which, on ac- 
count of its unpromiſing title, I don't queſtion but many o- 


thers as well as myſelf, have overlook' d. Seemingly caſcu - 


lated for low and unexperienc'd Life, it excited no curioſity 
in thoſe above chat level. was therefore, with not a 
liccle ſurprize, that, on dipping into it, I found ſuch a ſyſtem 
of morality and ceconomy as perſons of all ranks might im- 
prove by, delivered in ſuch a ſtyle, as the moſt accompliſh'd 
readers might be delighted with; in ſhort, a work, it uni- 
verſally known, would be an univerſal good, as containing 
all che requiſites ro render mankind honeſt, wiſe, ſociable and 
virtuous. Se the Literary Article, in the Champion, No. 175. 


The Triumph of WIr: Or, Ingenuity diſplayed, 
mg a diverting and uſeful Acapteny, In Three 
arts. 

Pax r I. Containing the Art of Complimenting and 
Wooing, with curious Letters and Anſwers in the moſt 
elegant Style, on ſundry Occaſions, c. Part II. 

Containing the City and Country JesTER: Being 2 
curious Collection of ſurprizing and witty Jeſts, Puns 
and Bulls. PAN T III. Containing the Myſtery anꝗ 
Art of Cagting, &. Illuſtrated with Poems, Songs, 
and various Intrigues in the Canting Language, with 
the Explanations, & c. Price 6 d. | | 


The W a166s SUPPLICATION; or, the Scorch-Hudi- 
braſs, a Mock-Poem in two Parts, By SAMUEL 
CoLvit, Price a Britiſh Sixpence, Ditto fine 
Paper, neatly bound in Calf and Letcer'd, a Brizifh 
Shilling. . 


The Obligations from Nature and Revelation to 
Family Religion and Worſhip; Repreſented and preſſ- 
ed in Six Sermons, By the late Reyd. and learned 
John Howe, M. A. . 
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